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JCSD pleased with 3rd grade reading results while focusing on school improvement 

The Jackson County Board of Education held their monthly meeting Thursday evening at the district office in 
Vancleave.  Highlighting the meeting was a report of 3rd grade state reading results, and a plan addressing school 
improvement for specific schools.   
 
During the Superintendent Update, the Board of Education was presented results from the recent 3rd grade state 
reading assessment and the Spring ACT data.  “I am very pleased with our outcomes from both assessments.  The 
data proves that the hard work from our leaders, teachers, and staff to get our kids caught up after the pandemic paid 
off,” said Superintendent, Dr. John Strycker of the preliminary results.   

Data shows that Jackson County 3rd graders pass percentage increased nearly 8% from last year and 1.3% from 2019 
before the pandemic.  “I am proud of our students, families, and school staff.  Statistically, 3rd grade reading can set 
the tone of education for the rest of our children’s lives,” continued Strycker.  Preliminary data also shows Jackson 
Country ranked 3rd on the coast.   

Director of Curriculum and Administration Dr. Penny Westfaul reviewed recent ACT data results with the board.  Dr. 
Westfaul noted that the district is on track to meet many of the ACT goals from an ACT initiative put in place two 
years ago by the Board of Education, which included a $400,000 investment.  “We remain optimistic that the 
persistence and day-to-day efforts of our administrators, teachers, and students will continue to provide consistently 
solid academic outcomes,” Dr. Westfaul commented.  

Even with good results coming in, the district is going to focus on the schools identified by the Mississippi 
Department of Education for targeted support and improvement.  Currently, Jackson County has five schools that 
have a gap between students with IDEA services and general education students.  The board heard presentations from 
each of the five school principals reviewing the current data and specific steps being taken to improve in targeted 
areas.  Board Chairman Keith Lee said, “Every Student in our district is important.  The board recognizes the passion 
and dedication our principals have for each of them.  Elevating student achievement across the board is a demanding 
and challenging task, but we have full confidence that the plans presented, the progress shown, and the commitment 
of our teachers and administrators will get us where we need to be.” 

The board also received updates regarding district finance and facilities.  “Financially speaking, we should 
comfortably meet our goals for this year though we will still have adjustments to be made to meet next year’s goals.  
However, we need to begin planning now for FY24 when federal funding ceases,” added Strycker. 

More than 100 people filled the Vancleave Middle School band room for board recognitions.  There were several 
presentations including athletics, music, administrator achievements, teacher awards, and JCTC accomplishments.  
“We are proud of all our staff and students and blessed to have such a wide variety of talent in our school 
community,” said Strycker.  

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this press release, please contact Superintendent John Strycker at 
228-283-3000 or 989-233-2490. 


